
Marketing Hemp
“ we grew it……now what?”

Stephen Komar and William Bamka

Rutgers NJAES

Cooperative Extension



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
Komar, S.J, Bamka, W.J. 2020

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levi_Strauss
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Komar, S.J, Bamka, W.J. 2020

http://www.foundsf.org/index.php?title=LEVI'S:_Blue_Jean_Kings
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SAKomar, S.J, Bamka, W.J. 2020

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gullgraver_1850_California.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Overview

• The current hemp market

• Hemp uses and potential marketing 
options

• Marketing concerns and considerations

• Production costs
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The Hemp Market

• Supply vs. Demand!

• 30 countries permit  hemp production

– China- approx. 150,000 acres

– Europe – approx. 50,000, acres

– Canada - 80,000 – 100,000 acres

• U.S. Production data is difficult to 
quantify
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U.S. Production Estimates

• Colorado: 52,275 acres planted (60% of amount licensed) 

• Indiana: 3,000 acres planted (57% of amount licensed) 

• Kentucky: 26,000 acres planted (43% of the amount licensed) 

• Kansas: 2,600 acres planted (45% of amount licensed)

• Minnesota: 7,278 acres planted (52% of amount licensed) 

• Nevada: 4,661 acres planted (33% of amount licensed)

• New York: 4,541 acres planted (22% of amount licensed) 

• West Virginia: 641 acres planted (25% of amount licensed)

• Wisconsin: 5,000 acres planted (29% of amount licensed) 

• Where does NJ fit in?

Source: hempbenchmarks.com (with permission)
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Demand?

• Demand is increasing

– CBD +++

– Grain ++

– Fiber +

• 2018 Farm Bill = reduced 
imports

• Much of demand may be 
met by domestic 
production
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Increased Demand…..

Komar, S.J, Bamka, W.J. 2020



Estimated positive

Growth in Demand 
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Uses for Hemp
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Three End Markets for I-Hemp

• Seed/Grain for food products

• Fiber

• Flower Extracts “CBD”

End market determines which type of industrial hemp you grow and how you grow it.
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Hemp Uses

• Seed

–Pressed oil

–Hemp Hearts

–Hempseed meal
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Hemp Uses

• Fiber

– “Bast” or Bark

– Inner core or “Hurd”
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Hemp Uses

• Pharmaceutical/Supplement

– CBDs (Low THC)

– Medical marijuana (CBD+THC)

– Recreational marijuana (High 
THC)

https://frannysfarm.com/hemp-inquiries-2/
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Market Potential
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Seed and Grain Marketing

• Seed and grain varieties are sold much like any 
other commodity

• New/ developing market.

• Contract growing opportunities?

• Market is developing

• Opportunity for organic grain/flour production?

• Niche marketing opportunities?
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Fiber Marketing

• Fiber has many uses

• New/ developing market

• Limited processing

• Limited buyers 

• Post-harvest production and management

• Market is developing

• Opportunity for organic fiber production?

• Niche marketing opportunities?
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CBD Marketing

• CBD is clearly the hot topic

• Post-harvest production and management

• Opportunity for organic production?

• Niche marketing opportunities?

• Understanding consumer demand is crucial!
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Understand Risks

• Crop Insurance ?

• No  few labeled pesticides

• Still learning consumer 
demand

• Markets?

• Processing?
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Downward Price Trend?
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We are Not Alone
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Conclusions

• Understand the crop!

– Limitations vs potential

• Have a marketing plan before you 
grow!

• Pay attention to supply vs. demand!

• Understand potential regulatory 
considerations……
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